
 

 

Community Parade Commission for Wakefield City Centre Event 
Festival of the Earth 
 
This year Wakefield Council and partners will be delivering the Festival of the Earth. The 
theme of the environment will be explored and celebrated in public events, exhibitions, 
installations and community led activity in summer 2021 as we work together to raise 
awareness of the climate emergency. Information about the Festival of the Earth can be 
found here: expwake.co/EarthFestWFD 
 
We want communities across Wakefield to be involved in all aspects of Festival of the Earth 
and are currently seeking an freelance creative/organisation to deliver a collaborative 
community parade element as part our Earth Spectacular weekend on Sunday 5th 
September in Wakefield city centre. 
 
Earth Spectacular - Sunday 5 September  
Earth Spectacular will be a celebration event with street food, interactive workshops and live 
entertainment alongside an environmental themed parade. 
 
We are working with Scarlett Entertainment to produce a high energy and large scale parade 
which will celebrate the Festival of the Earth by including animals and creatures from across 
the world. This element of the parade will include inflatables, costumed performers and giant 
puppets - all travelling by foot. The parade will take a short route around key sites in 
Wakefield city centre and residents and visitors will be able to watch and engage in this 
spectacular from several safe vantage points. 

 
The brief: 
 
We are looking to appoint an individual or organisation to work with participants from 
across Wakefield communities to create a visually striking bird-themed structure which will 
be displayed within a choreographed, high impact, celebratory parade in Wakefield City 
Centre as part of Earth Spectacular. The parade is 30 minutes long and will run at 3pm and 
again at 7pm on Sunday 5 September. The parade will perform along Northgate and will 
head down to the Bull Ring. 
 
We are seeking an individual or organisation that can deliver community workshops and 
produce a structure which includes community contributions that will be added to the 
parade with a cohesive theme to the elements produced by Scarlett Entertainment. The 
community parade element must respond to the concept of creatures of the earth, 
specifically exploring and focusing on the theme of birds. 
 
This project will enable Wakefield residents’ creativity to be celebrated and central to a 
landmark event within Festival of the Earth and ensure community groups across the 
district engage with the festival themes and discover how to take positive steps forward 
for the environment together. 
  
The successful artist/organisation will meet these project outcomes: 
 

- Propose, design and build a visually ambitious structure to form part of the 
community parade at Earth Spectacular which responds to the theme of 
creatures of the earth - specifically birds. 

http://expwake.co/Wakefield2025


 

- Create and deliver 5 x accessible and engaging public workshops where local 
residents can creatively contribute to the parade structure. 

- Liaise with 2 x community groups with their own venue to host public workshops 
as drop in sessions, the remaining 3 will be coordinated by the Festivals team 
and will be drop in sessions. 

- Project manage and lead on the day delivery to integrating the structure into the 
parade and operating/moving the structure along the parade route. 

- Work with the Festivals team to ensure safe delivery of the workshops, structure 
construction and on the day parade delivery. 

- Use environmentally friendly, sustainable materials and methods wherever possible.  

 
Timeline: 
 

- Wednesday 4 August, 5pm - application deadline 
- Friday 6 August - individual/organisation appointed 
- Friday 13 August - share community workshop plans and detailed plan for parade 

structure with Festivals team 
- Friday 20, Saturday 21 and Sunday 22 August - deliver 3 x community 

workshops on Wakefield Cathedral Precinct. In addition deliver 2 x further 
workshops within community settings w/c 23 August. 

- Wednesday 1 September - complete the parade structure 
- Sunday 5 September - AM attend parade briefing, PM deliver community parade 

element for 3pm and 7pm parades 
 
Budget 
 
The available fee for this work is £5,000-7,000. 
 
A budget breakdown, including allocated days for the above activities plus associated planning 
and required materials, must be included in your response to this brief.  
 
Application Process 
 
Interested parties should submit a response to the brief by email to hwilson@wakefield.gov.uk 
by 5pm on Wednesday 4 August.  
 
The following must be included in your response to this commission: 

- Overview of previous experience and knowledge of similar projects. 
- Details of intended approach for each of the required project outcomes. 
- Visuals, sketch or initial design of your proposed parade structure. 
- Budget breakdown, including workshop costs, construction materials fees and all 

staffing time. 
- Detail how the project will be fully inclusive for all members of the community, satisfy 

health and safety requirements and remain up to date with all Coronavirus restrictions 
and requirements.  

 
Any questions regarding this brief should be emailed to hwilson@wakefield.gov.uk. 


